LOVE THE WEAK
Romans 14:1-15:1-13, Mark 8:27-38

1. The Weak

Romans 14:1 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters.
Romans 14:5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each of them
should be fully convinced in their own mind.
Romans 14:10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister ? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For we will
all stand before God’s judgment seat.
Romans 14:13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any
stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.
Romans 15:7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.

2. Walking in Love

Romans 14:14-15 I am convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself. But if anyone
regards something as unclean, then for that person it is unclean. If your brother or sister is distressed because of what
you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy someone for whom Christ died.
Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit.

3. Glorifying God

Romans 15:2-3 Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. For even Christ did not please
himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.”
Psalms 69:7-9 For I endure scorn for your sake, and shame covers my face. I am a foreigner to my own family, a
stranger to my own mother’s children; for zeal for your house consumes me, and the insults of those who insult you fall
on me.
Romans 15:4-6 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught
in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. May the God who gives endurance and
encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and
one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 15:9-13 and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: “Therefore I will praise
you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.” Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”
And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.” And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will
spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

QUESTIONS FOR APPLICATION
1. Share what your attitude is to people different from you before you became a disciple. How will you treat
non-Christians now so as to win them for Christ?
2. Share what are some of the matters that you used to dispute with others about 'Christian' practices.
What are some non-essentials that threaten to disrupt unity among you?

